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FACTUAL ACCOUNTS OF "LUKOUCHTAO" CASE 
Recorded by “'ang Len-ch'ai. 


Relative to the inception of Japanese invasion of 
North China and to the history of "Lukouchiao" case, 
ex-Mayor of Peiping, Mr. Ching Teh-tsun, has already 
made out a factual report, ifr. Chinz was then one of 
the high-ranking officials in North China, At the in- 
ception of the war. Chai:man Sung Cheh-yuen of the 
Political Council *or tie Provinces cf Hopei and Chahar 
was on leave at nis native place. ‘is, Ching was made 
to act on his behalf on all matiors. diplomatic as 
well as military, He personally di’: octed and conducted 
all negotiations and rilitary deferso. Therefore, what 
he has recorded is factval and trvvhrul. I was then 
the Executive Supervisor for the 2rd District of Hopei 
Province and concurrently the Magistrate cf Wan-ping 
Hsien. Lvkouchiao, where the Javanese sturted the 
initial attack, is within the district of my jurisdic- 
tion, and I had personally participated in all of the 
negotiations and conducted military defense. I shall 


now proceed to relate the situation then existing: 


I assumed the duties of the above-mentioned offices 
in the fall of 1936, when the Japanese were intensifying 
their measures of invasion, Consequently, there were 

e, and the situation 
ity of Van-ping is the 
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Peiping would be under their control with 4 single 
pincer-movement, and the 2vth Army wovid eaiso be kent 
under watch, "rider, they had, with the coonerayion 
of Chen Chueh--suo, then te Nirecter of the Peipingr- 
Liaoning Line, ad in the nove of the Neilway Adninis- 
tration, effected a surrey of sone six thovsans mov of 
land lyine between Pengtai and Lukoushtac. Wath the 
surveying doue, sney a prsicked our authorities with 
the request that tuts lan’ bo either sented or soid to 


the Javanese army ©or bye “ ' siiding burracns 


and eirrield, Several avpicscnes “uty nace in Peiping, 
but wore caterorically pefueed us. Uneuccessfvl in 
these attempi:, they tursed to 1h iehadttants of the 
place, oves Wo) Tty tried to y rath reney. They 
made the inhabit ats there to Sj." & pecivtion t» the 
Magistra‘e Gcvernnent, alleging tt” they wovld voit.'- 
tarily sell tae i8ad to the Jananes+, so as to get 
some money to mesatain thelr Jivi-g on ore hané aud to 
avoid the foreceivl oppression cf she Japenese on the 
other hard. Knoving that this bole a t.-2% eiated by 
the Japanese cfter they covld not acmeve nat © ae” 
wanted in tnez: cealines with tne Chinese avthorit.ies 
throvzh *heir Sreciel Service Corps in °ciping end 
their headguarte:s in Tientsin, and reclizang shat 4% 
was my duty not to give vp one single .nch of Lend co 
the invader, I swuumened all the innabitants there And 
exhorted tren, Overwhe med with patriolisr, tuey swore 
not tc sell she 7and, n:.1ther to rove frem the pices 
witheut haviag “hed bleod. The sworn stetoment was 
fingesprinted, in order to show thelr determiration. 
Subsequentiy, Then the Jepunere apvroached wita the 
saying chat the Jnnatitants were willing to sei] the 
land, we showed tnem the sy-7n 3ta emenc,. Aware or 

the imporsibtiaty of Mparceru} ~ vacion’, they covid 
not but regort to wilita.y ngerecsicn, hen ther? 
follcwed tne wer a. Luxouch'20 on 7 July 1937. 


b] 
nm 
a 


The war of Lui ovehaic © os star , as a eonsearvence 
of the Japenese military 12° wees waiea they perrormed 
vpon Chinese soil free: witeont any tresty rights end 
without notif-ine the iccsl “iaes> suo pities heiore= 
hand. Frov sue “ime of mr, asst nts: st office un to 
the ovtbreek of oa Lukouchato 4.0: t, the Japenese 
staged more.'ers 110 less than six ; Wich & ¥1.e7 
to maintain ii.g the pescefvl re bong with Japan we 
did not seex to zson them by fore. wz the Jzpanese 
paid no attention to our protests amass’ bacir roneated 
maneuvering. There was once whe er NI mbGeuver, 
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I protested and called their attent’or to the fact that 
such might cause misunderstanding among the inhabitants, 
the Japanese serited that since th: scale of maneuver 
was small and tie guns were not loaded, they would not 
cavse any aisturheace, but promised that tuey wovld noti- 
fy us if they derided to maneuver with icaded guns and 
rifles, They dic, afterwards, waneuver with actual 
firing, but, inctead of notifys..g the Chinese avthori- 
ties, sext their interpreters Lo inform the inhebltants. 
These shewed thet the plan of their invasion most have 
been meticvloucly studled ond that the tempo was belag 
graduaily jute sifies till a certain time when it was 
ripe for them o wage the War, — ° 


At arovnd il o'clock on the night of Jvly 7, 1937, a 
few shots were heard to have been fired from the ovtsxicts 
of Wan-ping e:ty. Investigation reports showed tnat, the 
Japanese troupe were then staging manevver-, I directed 
close attention to this matt.7,. Ssen Mayor Ching tele- 
phoned me that a orotest hac been Lodged by MA’SUI, com- 
mander of the Japuese Special Service Corps, alleging 
that one of the Janranese ecidiers was fovad missing 
after the Chinese carrason iorces at “an-ping hadi opened 
fire at the Jeranese menevyering onus, end demanding 
that the Japanese trocns che 
the city to cenduct searches, I was dustructed to in- 
vestigate int» the matter at once and aitmit a report. 

A number of my men were Govailed tat sent out to in- 
vestizate inside as well as outs de of the city. Bvt 
no missing soldicr was ever fovnd. ¢- jmmediately pro- 
ceeded to Feiping wher? I reporteé .o Mayor Ching. 
Pressed for 2 setclierent by Commarder MaTS'I, I was 
ordered tc take wp negotiations, in the scanany of 

Mr, Wot Tsung-han, Chalvman of the Fortes: Arfsiss 
Committee, Mr. Lin Ken-yn, member of the veanitice and 
Yr, Chow Yun-yieh, Director of “ne Deparisa.c of Com- 
munications, vides the Pacificatrion Heedciaciers, with 
the Japarese representativer, Commander MATSUT insise 
ted that it was true that they had one ccidier misiing 
and kept on denanding the entry of the .apencse troops 
4nto the city to condvet searches by themseives. I 
refused it outriehtly ard recalled that the Japanese 
Consuil-Geneval 7c Nanking, Mx. KURAMOWO, whe wes ciated 
to have been missing, was found to havo hiadsu ninseilf 
for the purnose of putting blames cn the shoviders ef 
the Chinese government, J hinted that ‘his varticvlar 
Japanese svicier might have tied 4c. tase what the 
Japanese Consu].-Ceneral hac sone, Conmardes MATSUL 
denied the fact. 48 a cesvts of the cvretsation, it 
was decided that both Japansse ane Ghoacnes matuas. bles 
shovid joliitiy sen? menders 2ut to Wee ying te ecnduct 
an investigation or the spcu, end tho: a satisfactory 
settlement shouvid be reaciieo, Rept sectatives from 
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our side included Messrs, Lin end Chow ard rysel’, whe. 
the Japanese re: resentatives were Messrs, TERAHIRA ana 
SAITO. I was also visited by Commander MUDA of the 
Japanese army 40 intimated to me that since the situa- 
tion had been very seriove, I showld hr ve fvll avthority 
to settie tne matter on tho spot and that if I had to 
refer to the authorities at Peitping for instrvctions, 
there mishs not be time evengh. My answer was that 
before tustitutics a prelic wary investigation no set- 
tlement covld be wide. Ir Leaving th: "Legaticn 
Quarters" fo Yan-ving, Is, Chow and CATTO started cf? 
in one cer fvullowed by avother car carrying Ur. Lin, 
TERAHIRA and myself. ‘Yuen wa appreechod Sna-k'an, 2.@., 
Han-tune on tie Lukovchaio Railwa’, sbonrc a mile fxcm 
Wan-pinz, I observed a unit of . pi se troons vader 
the direction of ‘ORITA, denuty reg: ‘rent comnandc., 
alreaéy taxiiz vo field positions ot Sha-k'an, Mr. 
TERAHIHA than as*cd me to alight from the car and 

said to re tnat having seen this, I must now be abic 

to realize the soviovsness of the sitvation, He 
further threatened that there was ro tire istt ror 
conducting any investigation and that I shovld give 
orders to oven the city gates. Nithovt letting the 


Japanese troors 2ater into the bak o said, no scttie- 
so 


ment covld be erfected, MORITA wen tar as even 

trying to threater me by force. I tock the sitvaticn 
very easily and told them that since it was decided at 

the office of the Javanese Special Service Corps that 

the first step vovld be to conduct investigation and 

that the second step wovld be to try to effect a settle- 
ment, any departure from t'.2 decision world be contra- 
dictory to it. I asked that if they wovld be resnorsihle 
for any arvravation of the sitvatior, si.ovld we not 

follow wha= had already bee decided, “hey later came to 
realize that it wovld bo futile for them to threaten me 

in such a way, and fina:iy »ereed to abide by the de- 
cision previovsiv reacted, “nat is, to conduct an investi- 
gation first. Then, I went into the city with Mr. TERAHIRA. 


After entering the city, we hvid e discussior in 
my office. I had just ordered the Director of Police 
Bureau tc make his report on tho search when a number 
of gunshots were heard, and bulists vere zooming past 
our heads, Undowhtediv, the Japane » troovs had ¢ lready 
opened fire, A fow minutes later, cic guards on the city 
walls began to retvra ririnz, The duel lasted for abovt 
arcther hows, Tne Japanese officer in comand, MUDA 
sent me @ note, asking that I shovld go ont of the olty 
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with Lt. Co’. Chi Hsin cn who was then guarding tie 
district ani tiy to effect a truce. I refused on the 
ground thet bo’: Lt, Cot. Chi end I had been charazcd 
with the duly « euardine cho city, end therefore, wern 
not in a@ positivoa to Jsave without bejae so order. 
Thereupor, Mo. lit Ken-yu ~oeethoar with TERATIRA wo..t 
out, by climrbis.: over tne sity wal. Tivo hovrs had 
elapsed since thon, sod we heard + cchixe from them, 
The Japanese steored shoct.o4 arctic, 299 we also ree 
turned fare, Tae stresses Jassed vrirvt? 4 0.m, with 
Gonsideratie lcsse or bec sides . Lv five o'clock 
in the afternoon, “vey again attacked vs with trench 
mortars and hit on! blasteia my offic hich was e:tirely 
destroyod, Fortunately e ova, i! meved ALL ny 
staff to a scfer niace n iev mince os 9s this lupe 
pened. After 6 p.m., the firing guieisi down, The 
Japanese comrander, one nani bAYLN, Shuzo, also sent 
a note to me enti “sed me to po -ut of vhe city for 
negotiation, failing which, I shovl see thnt e123 tre 
inhabitants ob e: ‘cus. 5 beeause 1 ‘world borberd 
city with heevy arilliery. I declined the demand. 
that moment, cur reinforcements from Ci. 27 

arrived, and that very night, our Pig tye: 

fought hand to hod acainst the Japenese | 
Lungwanmiao. As this Vompary of ours was 

and extremely brave, many vapan:se soit’ cs 

The iron bridge hich was hitherto ocevs. ed 

Japanese was recaptured, Ping rovted, ne Jeptnese 
became auviet. 


The nevt morning, a telephone mersaze was received 
from Mayor Chin, stating saat the Japanese nad asked 
for a discussion of truce, cstensibly owing to the fact 
that a part of their treooe were reutea the previous 
nignt. Accordiuzly, I was told that th°re were three 
conditions inclLuced in tne trvece, ranci:, 1) both sides 
shell ston forthw.th al] ac! vitics of vars 2) trocps of 
both sides shal? return to t-eir resnective nosisicass 
and 3) the gavrisor duties cf the city sha’l be ta«en over 
by the Peace Preservation SC. rns of the Northern fopet 
Province. The Prace Preser. ation Co had then e force 
of three hundred strong, 2.2% wis + ° expected to ¢rrive 
in two hours! time. Meaniiile, a ce orese edviser, Mr. 
KASAI and his interprete:, Mr. £1747., e27e Into the 
city with some wine, allevcciy for celchvoting veace, 
Rut shortly after they left, fin’ng acain started, 
That was abovt 4 5.m. The Peace pre orvation Cei;.s 
had not yet tnen arrived. Inquiry . s made, and I wa; 
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told that when the Corps passed throven Tacrints‘*un 
(mid-way between Peipine end Lvkovehioo) they were 

halted by the Jaornese tre” s and thot fighting had 
already been ir prceeress (2.0en the. The Peiping 
avthorities then too” up the mattor with the Japanese 
army headquarters rapresented by MASTINOTO, The latter, 
however, refuted what was previovsiyv arr ed vpon and stated 
that the Peace Pyagervetion Corps dia not need a force of 
three tundred men and that they sid rot have to onrr’ 
machine guus. “¢ triej to resist 3 @emang, Pvt v- no 
avail, Consequently, only one hur 42d fifty men of che 
corps entered into the city and the machine evuns were 
also not broveht in. The Japanese Arry c2nt their ad- 
visers, NAKASHI"A and SAKIRAL over, toget'.c* Was. our 

Mr. Lin Yen-vu and Mr, Chow Sze-chin, mer’ ors of the 
General Staff, to supervise the withdrars) of trocps. 
Abiding with th agreement, our vnits under the ccmmand 
of Lt. Col. Chi Hsin-wen retreated to their oriziral. line. 
The Japanese rni*s were then withdrawn toward Fengtai, 
But it was later found out that some one hundred Japarese 
soldiers along “he railwey trvnnel were not withdrewn, On 
being asked, NAT ASHIMA promised that they vvovld all be with- 
drawn and guaranteed that no fighting wovld te ever re~ 
svmed. Dvring midnight thet night, the Japenese troops 
there again fired at tne city for almost half an hore. 
With refusal of the Japanese to withdrew their troops 
alone the railway, I knew for sure tart they were in- 
clined to be tricky. The Jenanese, havine brilt some 
military constrvctions *herc, wovld surely try to stick 
to that place. ‘ith this arbition unehated, I wes afraid 
that the truce wes pvt a sc’ ome devise’ by the Japanese 
to gain time. I! persis se it.™ asired .. ASHIMA who was 
then supposed to svpervis? she withucawal, to hasten 

his side to fvilfill the eonditions 2s sco% ovt and agreed 
vpon, He agreed te go to Peipine with me to effect a 
settlement there. The next morr ar J proceeded to 
Peivine with NAKA SIMA, and when the ‘rain passed tho-ovgh 
Hantung (a tvmnel) I a‘e observe & y Japenese sold:crs 
standing on guard ovtside Huntung. his served to vrove 
constructively the Japanese intrieves. 


On arrival st Peipine, I wert to Favor Chine's resi- 
dence where I met General Feng Chihe-an, © 1rman of Hovel 
Province, Colon:i Chener Hsi Ysier, Comranicr of tne Peace 
Preservation Corns of the Northern Yopei. The Japanese 
adviser, SAKURAI, and secretary, SAITO, cre in a fev 
minutes later. t made a report to Mayor Ching and 
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Chairman Feng or the refvsal of tho Japanese troops to 
withdraw from the railway line. WMavor Chine than called 
NAKASHIVA, SAK™'R’1, SAITO, Cheng Hsi-hsier ond myself to 

a mesting ond discussed the matter thorovehly, SAITO 
offered the explanation that becarse so of the cornses 
of Japanese soldiers killed in action were not fornd yet, 
a certain number of Japanese troops werc, therefore, 
stationed there and promised that as soon as the corpses 
were found, they wovld immediately withdraw, I esked 

why did they nee? to station troops there wien thoy ‘rere 
tryine to locato the corpses. SAITO renliod that 1f the 
size of troop wes too small. they were afraid that they 
might be murdered by the Chinese arinv, and that for the 
sake of self-deionse, they hed to strtion a lerge size 

of troops there, Mayor Chine convidoved this as an evasion 
and some heated ergument onsved. Finelly, it was agreed that 
an vnearmed search virty shoild be orgrrizecd, with 10 men 
from ovr side ard 19 from the Japanese army, All these 
men shovld carry ro arrs, ard they were given one day to 
conduct and finish the search. ‘“het!-° or not they found 
the corpses, the Japanese were to w’ ti. raw roon expira- 
tion of that one day's time, Havine no vretext nor means 
to drag the matter further, ther agrecd to this. While 

we were discuss: ng the orrenizatior of *he search party, 
NAKASHIMA and his neonle left th: mo.ting ‘vithout annovac- 
ing their Nepartves. Then, we recei 2d telephone mesreges 
from variovs sources, tnforming us *tnct the Japanese ¢:7; 
hed sent some reinforcements from Kupeikov, Shanhaikwon 
and other nlaces, totalling rot less than t io Japanese 
Divisions. fEome eirplienes were reported to have errived 
at Tientsin. A part of the Japanese trocons were cbserved 
marching toward Ivkouchiao, Wer awhile, eo: runicetions 
between Peiping cad Wan-ping wes2 also broxen vp. “hat 
the Japanese hud frequent: y echtnved their attitudes 

showed nothing hut their intrivue, Ther oscillated 
between firchtins end peace-raking in order to gain time. 
Not a few cays after the war sterted, thoy ceme to reelize 
that they had urcer-estimated our strenzth, Not only we 
put vp 4 very scuvisfactorv defense at Lukovehtao, nut 

also we mace som. gains at Papaoshan (rid- -way between 
Peining and Mere tovkov). Tu. attemot of the Japanese to 
overpower Us Ww... one division of troops then stetioned 

at TienlsIn, w25, of covrse, frustrated, With the 
Japanese intrieues bared, I kuew £5 use that the out- 
break of major warfare wid folicusoon, vith nothing 

to hope for in the way or pencefvl or dinlomatie negotia- 
tions, I left Peiping fuer Wa i-ping thro-yh Mentcvkov and 
Chanehsintien, 
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Ever since ther, fighting was inter i-tently going on, 
till the 22nd of Jvilv, when rumor of another truco was in 
the air ergain. “ne Javanese asked the Chinese avthorities 


to renlece the wellicose 3 


9th Pivision ard transfer it to 


sovthern Hopei, and suggested that the .cints along Palving 
and Lrkouchiao ve earrisoned by the 132n« Division of the 
29th army. They world then withdraw tovard Yenetai. Some 
herndway was made ovt of the negotiation, and a cease-fire 
ordcr ‘vas piven, However,the Javanese ceased fighting in,, 
daytime but keps on shelling at the city in the nivat, On 
being asked for an explaration, they protended tuat this 
world serve as 2 cover for the troops to withdrav, On 

the 26th. they suddenly sent over in ultimatrm éerarding 


nr 


the withdraval of ovr 37th army fror P-‘ nine witnin 24 
hours. Being se cornered and press od, ovr authorities 


ordered to attack. A very 


fierce counter-attack wes launched 


by ovr forces et Lrkoveiao und Papaoshian, and onslaught 


was made toware Fongta?. 
.t Fengtat was rec \vered,. 


Qn the 27th, the railway station 
“yt on the 22th, the Japanese 


concentrated all their forees and atinckec us near Nan-van, 
with the help of srmy airplanes an! ettillery. The fight 
lasted vntil 2 p.m. General Chao Teng~-vu, Commandcr of the 


Division end General Toon 


ge Lin-ke, DNepvty-Commander of the 


29th army were killed in action, Chsirnan Sune Cheh-yuan, 
following instrretions from the Sup cme Comrancer, left 
for Paoting to essume his command, .iile Generel Cheng 
Tze-chung, Division Commander, wa: onstructed to stay on 
in Peiping, to help the various troops coordinetinge their 
defense, was, hovever, instructed to proceed to Paoting 


also, 


Judging from the above accounts, onr wovld readily 
realize that the Japanese invasion was % studied and sys- 
tematic schere »aich was not meted out overnicnt, They 
shovld be made to shovider the fvll res onsibilities of 


the war. 


Recorded by Jong Len-en'ai,(seale::) 
Formerly, Magistrate of Yan-ping 
Hsien and concurrently, 
Bxecrtive Suvervisor for the 
Third District of Hopei Pro. 
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Ever since ther, fighting was intervittently going on, 
till the 22nd of Jvlv, when rumor of another truce Was in 
the air erpain. “ne Javanese asvod the Chinese avthorities 
49 renlece the »2llicose 37th Pivision ard transfer it to 
sovthern Hopei, and suggested that th» sints along Patoing 
and Lrkouchiao ve garrisoned by the 132nc Division of the 
29th army. They world thon withdraw tovard Yenetai. Some 
hendway was made ovt of the negotiation, and a cease-fire 
order was piven, However,the Javanese ceased fighting in. 
daytime but kept or shelling at the city in the nivat, On 
being asked for an explaration, they oretendod tauat this 
world serve as 2 cover for the troops to withdraw, On 
the 26th. thev suédenly sent over in vitiratvm Gerarding 
the withdraval of ovr 37th army fror P°‘vin? within 24 
hours. Being sc cornered 204 prevsod, ovr authorities 
ordered to attack. A very fierce rounter-attack wos launched 
by ovr forces et Lrovuciao and Papaoshan, and onslaught 
was made toware Fovgtat. On the 27th, the rnilway station 
.t Fengtat was recovered, “nt on the 22th, the Japanese 
concentrated a1] their forces and aticcked us near Nan-svan, 
with the help of srnmy airplanes an! nttillery. The fight 
lasted vntil 2 p.m. General Chao Teng-vu, Commander of the 
Division end General Toong Lin-ke, Depvty-Commander of the 
29th army were killed in action. Chsirnan Sune Cheh-yuan, 
following instrrvections from the %up cme Comrancer, left 
for Paotine to essume his command, iile Generel Cheng 
Tze-chung, Division Commander, wa: onstructed to stay on 
in Peiping, to holp the various troops coordineting theix 
de“ense, was, however, instructed to proceed to Peoting 
also, 


Judging from the above 2ccounts, onr wovld readily 
realize that the Japanese invasion was % studied and sys- 
tematic scheme vaich was not meted out overnient, They 
shovld be made to shovider the fvll res onsibilities of 
the war. 


Recorded by ‘Vong Len-cn'ai,(seale:) 
Formerly, Magistrate of Yan-ping 
Hsien and concurrently, 
Bxecetive Suvervisor for the 
Third District of Hopei Pro, 
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